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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor?   

My top three priorities will be working to safely reopen our economy, adjust and implement our 
massive zoning update process known as ReToolCOS, and continue to be an advocate for our 
infrastructure such as roads, bridges, drainage, and trails and parks as well.  Being a business owner 
and having our own business closed down last year, I know there is much work to be done to assist 
business in this recovery.  This is an area I have valuable experience in and I can “speak the 
language”, especially having a business footprint downtown ourselves.  ReToolCOS has the capacity 
to change how we live and work in major ways. It’s important you have a city councilor that has 
understands these changes and what they hold for COS.  Last, but not least, as President of the 
Board or the Trails and Open Space Coalition, I have advocated for our stunning habitat for many 
years.  I will always fight to create lasting parks, trails, and open spaces for COS. 

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown? 

CSU has a major role in the future of Colorado Springs.  In the short term, the closing of drake and 
subsequent cleanup and reuse of the land will be an immediate priority.  I believe CSU has done a 
great job of implementing better energy sources while not having a major impact on our residents’ 
rates.  I believe CSU, the city, and potential developers should really embrace smarter building 
technology to make them more energy efficient and ready to embrace future technologies.  As an 
example, make buildings ready for solar, automobile charging, and water conservation friendly.  

 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development?   

I have studied both plans extensively.  I believe PlanCOS is a great initiative that forces us to peer 
into the future and decide what we want our city to look like.  ReToolCOS coming in right behind 
that and has been very encouraging thus far.  Our zoning codes were very outdated, inefficient, and 
did not embrace modern living, working, and play.  As it relates to downtown specifically, multi-
modal transportation will become more and more important as we achieve higher density as cars 
and traditional parking become less important.  Mixed use, when done properly, will allow us to 
develop unique corridors.  I love the idea of a coffee shop and hair salon at ground level with 
apartments above it as we are currently seeing in several developments downtown. 

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city?   

As the only business owner in my particular race in D1, I have extensive experience in small 
business.  We have multiple locations with one location downtown.  Being closed last year and 
having to layoff every employee, rehire them, navigate PPP, operate in our new normal, and then 



push forward was very challenging.  Business is a language I speak and I can be a champion for small 
business in our city.  Being able to understand the various challenges and work with businesses to 
address them locally is something I look forward to. 

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation?   

Thankfully, the multiple rounds of the CARES act coupled with stimulus has helped many families 
stave off eviction and devastation.  That being said, applying for programs unemployment, rent 
assistance, workforce training, etc can be daunting.  I believe the city can continue to work with 
public and private entities to help get people pointed in the right direction to recover from the 
pandemic. 

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes?  

 I believe the best way to address this is to lead by example.  We need to do a better job of 
recruiting and involving multi-cultural/multi-racial people in city government.  Low council pay, for 
example, is just one item that extremely limits who can serve in public office and it does not favor 
diversity.  I also believe the city needs to do a better job in relations and investment in underserved 
areas of the city such as the southeast.  Use of programs like Urban Renewal can lead to great 
outcomes if done properly and fairly. 

 
7.  Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city.   

Although I believe this is an area mostly driven by macroeconomic variables such as extremely low 
interest rates, I do believe there are things we can do to assist.  I believe rezoning and ReToolCOS 
has the potential to impact this in a big way.  Creating a more modern, flexible, and simple zoning 
code will “unlock” potential development in areas that were not possible before and drive down 
price points.  An example is the potential change from R1-6000, which requires a 6000 sq ft plat per 
home for development, to the R1-2500, which allows for a much smaller footprint.  This allows a 
piece of underutilized land to potentially have a cluster of smaller, less expensive homes to be built.   

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 percent 

say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first ever public 
art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and cultural 
expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents have arts 
and cultural opportunities?   

I love unique pieces of art and I smile every time I see the humpty dumpty on the wall downtown.  I 
would be an advocate for this, but also understand the budget limitations and tax (TABOR) 
restrictions on our city.  During the pandemic when city budget planners must be cautious, it can be 
daunting to allocate dollars to anything non-essential.  I do believe this can be alleviated by the use 
of things like metro districts where a locality can have programs outside traditional city-wide 
responsibilities.  I do believe as our demographics change, things like public art will be more valued 
by the community and implemented. 


