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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

Public Safety - This is the most important service that city government provides.  It is hard to enjoy 
our trails and open spaces if you come back to your car and the windows have been broken out and 
property stolen from your car.  This has happened to friends of ours.  Last week when I went to our 
local pet supply store at Austin Bluffs and Academy one of the panes of glass in the door was 
replaced with plywood.  I asked one of the employees what had happened and she informed me 
that it had been shot out the day before during a fight and shooting in the parking lot.  This was 
during business hours.  Last week at Rockrimmon and Delmonico there was a stabbing.  Public safety 
is an issue that can’t be second. 

 
Infrastructure - After public safety this is the next critical service of city government.  Roads, bridges, 
and other elements of infrastructure are services which constituents rightly expect city government 
to provide and maintain.  They are a fundamental responsibility of city government and are a high 
priority for families and businesses.  Constituents are significantly impacted, pun intended, by the 
potholes in the roads.   
 
Support for small business - Businesses create the jobs and pay the taxes that make numbers 1 and 
2 possible.  They have been negatively affected by the shutdowns due to COVID.  City Council needs 
to do what it can to help alleviate the consequences of the shutdowns.  My first two priorities create 
the environment in which businesses can succeed.   

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown?  

I have recently met with Colorado Springs Utilities CEO Aram Benyamin and on a separate day 
toured the Martin Drake Power plant.  Colorado Springs Utilities has a plan laid out in it’s Electric 
Integrated Resource Plan to guide the transition from coal power to renewables, with natural gas as 
a “back up” to the renewables when necessary.  Over the next few years the most critical issue will 
be the retirement and decommissioning  of Martin Drake’s remaining two units - numbers 6 and 7.  
As these two units are retired their energy production will be replaced by six Temporary Natural Gas 
Generators (TNGG) manufactured by General Electric.   These units will be “peakers” and run only 
when demand is high.  They will also be removed from the Martin Drake site in 2025 when a power 
line is brought in to the site for electricity distribution to the downtown area and energy production 
is no longer necessary at the Martin Drake site.   
CSU can primarily foster growth and development downtown by continuing to provide competitive, 
affordable and completely reliable energy to the downtown area.  There will also be a unique 
opportunity with the decommissioning of Martin Drake and the opportunity to repurpose those 79 
acres following public input.   

 



3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 
to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development?  

It is important to remember that as PlanCOS itself points out it should be “…used to support and not 
to restrain the market, private initiative, strategic public investment, and innovation.”   After 
reviewing the 2020 Annual Report it is evident that progress in all areas continues.  RetoolCOS does 
contain provisions to achieve the goals of PlanCOS but we must continue to encourage and listen to 
community input on the evolving drafts of RetoolCOS.  Communities must understand and agree to 
what is being proposed.   

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

The best way to ensure small businesses thrive is to establish a safe, inviting environment, with 
great infrastructure.  That is why those are my first two priorities.  We want to create an 
environment that attracts employees and customers for our businesses.  Support for our parks, trails 
and open spaces is part of this.  They have been attracting people and businesses to Colorado 
Springs for 150 years.   
In the short term we also need to work with the county and El Paso County Department of Public 
Health to assist in assuring that all who are eligible and want the COVID vaccine are able to receive it 
so we can get our small businesses fully opened up again.  Programs such as sales tax rebates for 
small businesses can also assist businesses to get through this COVID period.  A city funded 
advertising campaign to encourage tourism in the upcoming summer may also be helpful.   

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

I will work with Steve Posey the HUD Program Manager in Planning and Community Development, 
and leaders in nonprofits who work to help families and individuals facing these situations.  Recently 
Colorado Springs received 14.4 million dollars for rental and utilities assistance for residents in need.  
These funds will be distributed through a nonprofit that works helping people facing these 
problems.  I will work with nonprofits who focus on these situations in order to learn from and 
support them.   

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

I support equal opportunity for all Americans.  I served 21 years in the US Army.  I expect people to 
be judged on their performance - nothing else.  When you take a PT test in the Army you don’t get 
fewer or more points based on skin color or other factors you can’t control.  You get scored on your 
performance.  That is the standard and expectation I will bring to city council.   

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

There are no easy solutions to the shortage of affordable and attainable housing.  Increasing the 
supply of apartments, condominiums and homes is the eventual solution to a problem of increasing 
demand.  I support the Mayor’s initiative to build or preserve on average 1,000 units of affordable 
housing per year.  I will work with Steve Posey the HUD Program Manager in Planning and 



Community Development to find solutions to this problem.  I also look forward to learning from and 
supporting advocates in the nonprofit space such as Kristy Milligan of West Side Cares and Erin 
McNab of Silver Key.   

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

General fund revenue is down due to the impact of COVID.  This is a difficult time to allocate general 
fund dollars for public art when we are experiencing hiring freezes to deal with that decline in 
general fund dollars.  In general I believe art in neighborhoods should be an expression of that 
neighborhood’s values and beliefs.  I do appreciate the goal in PlanCOS to “honor our history” 
through our art.  I believe the city should work with nonprofits and local communities to fund art 
that the community agrees reflects their traditions and culture.   

 
 


