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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

One thing I’ve learned since being elected to serve on the Harrison D-2 Board of Education is that 
different people have different urgent needs.  Some people are unemployed and need immediate 
financial assistance.  Other people are experiencing homelessness, and need affordable housing.  
So, there is not just one pressing issue facing people in City Council District 4 (southeast Colorado 
Springs), there are several, and they all need immediate attention.  

 
If I am elected to serving on the Colorado Springs City Council (and I hope I will be elected), then I 
will of course work with the other council members and our County Commissioners and state 
legislators and even the Governor’s office to help Colorado Springs recover from this coronavirus 
crisis, and I will continue working on my top three priorities: affordable housing,homelesness, and 
economic development along with continuing  supporting public education, empowering small 
businesses, protecting the environment, helping low-income families, people of color, military 
veterans, first responders, and the elderly all live better lives. Inclusivity is the key to a city that 
truly thrives. 

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a 

clean energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown?  

I am excited to see CSU transitioning away from coal-fired plants like Drake and moving forward 
towards developing more clean and renewable energy sources, like wind and solar.  I strongly 
support this transition.  And I would love to see CSU continue working with local businesses of all 
sizes to help them find ways of reducing their energy consumption, improving energy efficiency, 
and reducing the overall demand for energy from the business sector so CSU can increase the 
supply available to homes and residences, or at least reduce the costs for everyone. 

 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development?  

PlanCOS is a major resource, a document of valuable ideas.  I love how it was compiled with community 
engagement and input.  As the City Council works through RetoolCOS to update the zoning and 
subdivision parts of the city code, I look forward to working with technical experts, with community 
partners (like CONO and the HBA), and with individual community members to find the best solutions. 
 
When it comes to multimodal transportation and mixed-use development, we’ve seen how bike lanes (as 
one example) are popular in one part of the city (downtown and west side), but unwanted in another 
(especially up north).  Finding out what is wanted in each community and what would work best in each 
community requires working closely with people and organizations within each community.  This is work is 
that I have worked on with others in the community and I will gladly continue doing if I am elected to 
serve on the City Council.   

 



 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

At the state level, I know Governor Polis has signed some executive orders allowing businesses to 
delay paying certain state taxes until the economic recovery from the pandemic has gotten further 
along.  I would be interested in seeing if something like that could work at the city level – letting 
small businesses delay paying certain taxes for now, until a better time.  I would also be interested 
in seeing if the City can waive collecting certain fees usually paid by small businesses or people 
seeking to start a small business.  But more than this, though, I am interested in listening to the 
concerns and ideas of business owners here in Colorado Springs, to learn from the people on the 
ground what the City Council could do to help small businesses during this pandemic.  I would of 
course welcome any information or insight which could be provided by the Downtown 
Partnership. 

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role 

of the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

See answer to question #7, below. 
 

6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 
inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

The City Council should absolutely be working with the CSPD to reduce over-policing in 
communities of color.  I’m glad to see the state legislature has recently passed a police reform bill 
which should help end or at least curb some of the more egregious abuses of police authority in 
our state, but the City cannot rest contented to let the state government do all of the critical work 
for us.  We have to do our part, too.  But as we know, systemic racism is not just a policing 
problem, it’s also a business and banking problem too.  The Council should be partnering with 
local businesses to find creative and profitable ways for businesses to hire more people of color, 
and for banks to lend and loan moneys to those people who are often unjustly refused such 
financial resources.   

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply 

of affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

This is an important issue for me.  I myself have struggled with homelessness and food insecurity at times 
in my life.  When I was pregnant with my now 19-year-old daughter, my family and I spent months living in 
a hotel, visiting food pantries, and sitting on a wait list for low-income housing.  This was an incredibly 
emotionally draining as well as a stressful time for my family and I will always work hard to make sure no 
one else has to suffer the same stress that I suffered if I can help with solutions. 

 
I know the state legislature has already taken some positive steps to address the statewide crisis of 
affordable housing: by recently adding an extra $30 million into the housing development grant fund, to 
help pay for building more affordable housing units around the state and to help low-income families and 
certain other people pay their rent or mortgages; and also providing $80 million in direct rental and 
mortgage assistance to Coloradans experiencing a financial need due to COVID-19, including $1 million for 
legal aid for renters at risk of eviction.  And I know Governor Polis has also taken some emergency actions 
to forestall evictions during this pandemic and help people stay in their homes, by issuing executive 
orders.   



 
But state-level action alone is not enough.  We need to be working at the local, city-level to help increase 
the supply and availability of affordable housing here in Colorado Springs.  This means not only finding 
long-term solutions to help people get back to normalcy, and connecting the homeless with the resources 
they need to become self-sufficient, but also partnering with housing developers to create more 
affordable housing solutions. 

 
I am always willing to work with anyone, to hear out any ideas which might help solve this homelessness 
and affordable housing crisis in Colorado Springs. 

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts 
and cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all 
residents have arts and cultural opportunities? 

The arts are critically important, and they should be a priority in funding decisions, not the first to 
receive funding cuts.  In schools, learning about all of the arts is just as important for nurturing 
intelligent, happy, well-rounded children as is learning math and having accessibility to sports 
programs. Creative industries contribute greatly to our economic growth, and the various arts and 
cultural sectors make our community special, and that makes them worth protecting. 


