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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

Infrastructure - As I walked through neighborhoods, especially the more established neighborhoods 
that are further from downtown, collecting signatures I repeatedly heard concerns about roads, 
growth and how we will manage congestion. Growth is good, but as leaders of our community we 
should guide our community planning to address these concerns possibly by redeveloping areas that 
are currently vacant or run down.  We should also ensure our tax dollars are spent on road 
improvements that meet or exceed industry standards with a forward-thinking mindset so that the 
same roads do not have to be fixed year after year. 
 

 Economy - Colorado Springs has enjoyed a certain amount of recession-proofing due to our 
proximity to the area’s military bases. However, more and more businesses leave District 5 and 
move east due to lower tax rates along the Powers corridor. Council members should be in 
communication with small business owners in our community on how to encourage them to flourish 
in balance with attracting big box stores. By equitably focusing on and encouraging small and large 
businesses we are able to support our economy and sustain the long-term economic health of the 
community as a whole. 

  
 Public Safety - Our Community deserves for every person to feel safe and protected and served by 

our Police Force. In order to do this, we need to do a better job of retaining our Force and recruiting 
additional officers. This is done by showing support from our community and understanding the 
layers and the personal impacts of those responsibilities. An open discussion about the best 
solutions, areas of improved collaboration on all sides, and how to create the most effective Force is 
necessary and I am willing to be the person to help facilitate it. 
 

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown? 

As we move away from coal being our energy source, CSU will need to be prepared to choose the 
best options for replacement of our generators. The reality is that we will likely be forced to find and 
implement clean energy solutions by our state and federal governments. I believe that it is always 
better for our community to make decisions for ourselves and secure a spot at the table to ensure 
legislation appropriately considers our unique circumstance of being municipally owned. For this 
reason, as we consider wind, natural gas, and hydro we will want to ensure that the decisions made 
are what are best for our residents. As this week has shown, when the bitter cold hits we need our 
neighborhoods to still have reliable power to heat their homes. Currently, CSU is in the top 1% of 
the country for reliability. Whatever diversification decisions are made, reliability needs to continue 
to be a top concern. 

 



3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 
to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development? 

PlanCOS is a vision plan with the ability to modify or finesse as our community grows and changes. I 
believe that as long as we are open to changing that vision it will serve us well. I do agree with 
Retool COS as a whole and in particular focusing on mixed-use development that will support our 
communities’ growth.   

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

 As a small business owner, I can share my own anecdotes of how the city can support and ensure 
small business thrives. City Council could push for clearer communication and training in how to 
operate a small business in Colorado Springs. For my own business, setting up sales tax was a 
difficulty because each new conversation yielded conflicting information. It was stressful to the 
point that I hired an accountant to have the conversation for me. After the pandemic the city could 
have rebated a larger portion of Sales Tax for restaurants (like the county did) and it would have 
been nice to see not just restaurants, but other impacted small businesses supported in this way. I 
will always look for ways to support small business’ and the people who are taking risks to build our 
economy by opening them. 

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

 I believe that political and economic freedom go hand in hand. The longer our shutdowns and 
reduced capacities exist the longer it will be before our community can bounce back. I support 
responsibly reopening businesses - and as a business owner myself understand the concern for 
liability and loss if clients were to become ill. However, the longer businesses stay closed the more 
likely families and individuals will face eviction and potential economic devastation. Through 
community partnerships we can support and help families in the short term - but the best thing for 
our government to do is to focus on reopening our doors, protecting vulnerable populations, and 
encouraging economic health. 

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

 I do believe systemic racism exists; my own family history has experienced it. I have family members 
who I have watched face it. As a role of the City Council we need to look at our own departments, 
specifically - are our policies culturally inclusive or do they unfairly give advantage to one race over 
another. Personally, I believe that this is addressed daily by behaving in a way that will support all 
people in becoming the best versions of themselves and I live it out as a mother, wife, cousin, 
godmother, and businesswoman. 

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city.  

When I consider affordable housing, I look back to my own experiences as a single mother who paid 
half of her income to cover rent each month with a one-year-old. I did it, but there was a lot of 
Ramen noodles and sacrifice involved. In Colorado Springs, I believe adding additional multi family 



dwelling units as well as encouraging Community Partnerships that help young adults and families 
get into homes and grow into a position where rent or even a mortgage payment is not a hardship 
are both options worth considering. 
 

8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they would like more public art throughout the city, and 96 
percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

I am part of those percentages! My family and I enjoy seeing the changing murals throughout my 
district and downtown. I also believe that the city can engage in supporting beautification project 
partnerships. Specifically, I have encouraged CSU working with School Boards and private artists to 
create contests that will display art in areas that are currently eyesores. This would engage our 
community partners and provide canvas space to young artists while beautifying our community. 

 
 


