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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

While not an issue, “per se”, the continued growth and maturation of the City’s governing process is 
a top consideration.  How we make decisions and judgments about issues is at least as important as 
what we say we are going to do about them.  With that qualification, the three most important 
issues, in no particular order (since they are interrelated) are affordable/attainable/workforce 
housing, annexation and water sustainability.     

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a  clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown?  

While clean energy is significant and important, we must not become so focused on this, that we 
lose sight that the long-term health and well-being of our community is always going to depend on 
having a reliable and sustainable water supply. This is why I requested CSU institute a regional water 
workshop in conjunction with our City staff addressing annexation policies to ensure that 
unregulated growth outside of the City does not adversely impact Colorado Springs.    

 
That said, what we have done over the last two years in investigating, and ultimately approving, the 
Electric Integrated Resource Plan, which includes the closure of the Drake Power Plant in 2023 (and 
its conversion to gas turbines as I write!) frees the downtown area to develop more organically.  The 
south west corner of downtown, the gateway into the city, is no longer occupied by the need to 
produce power for the rest of the City.  Not only does this free the space itself, it will improve the 
aesthetics of the whole downtown area, freeing other parts of downtown to redevelop and grow.    

 
On a broader scale, because of decisions recently made by myself and other members of the CSU 
Board, through the EIRP we have moved well ahead of where we were, and in light of ever-changing 
regulatory requirements of where we need to be, in regards to both reducing CSU’s reliance on and 
use of fossil fuels and towards a more sustainable energy future.  This creates momentum for an 
ever-more attractive and growing community, and is a momentum that needs to continue.  

 
 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development?  

RetoolCOS is being developed, and I do not want to comment extensively on a plan that has not 
been finalized. That said, I am supportive of mixed-use development.  The discussion thus far is 
consistent with PlanCOS’s objectives of walkable neighborhoods, with decreased need of persons to 
rely on automobile transportation.  This reflects the anticipated needs and desires of our community 
in the years to come. I am in support of this focus, particularly as it does not apply to existing 
neighborhoods.  

 



4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 
impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

Until the pandemic is past, all of us, businesses included, will struggle with a lack of certainty and 
predictability caused by the ebbs and flows in the infection and mortality rates, particularly as they 
are uncertain as the virus mutates.  While we all owe it to ourselves, our loved ones and our 
neighbors to do what we can to keep these rates low, in many ways these are things that are 
outside our individual and city control.  Until there is some sort of predictability with the disease all 
of us – businesses included- will struggle to adapt.   

 
Despite this, City Council has done what is possible to free business operations in the midst of this 
unpredictable environment.  For instance, we have suspended city regulations regulating blockading 
streets, banning outside dining and alcohol service, and prohibiting curbside parking and shopping, 
so as to allow businesses to function, when prudent and safe to do so, in these uncertain conditions.  
I am committed to continuing to adapt moving forward, responding to desires and needs of 
businesses when prudent and safe to do so, until such a time that these sorts of accommodations 
are not needed.     

 
More directly, City Council has very recently approved a sales tax rebate for restaurants, and 
similarly situated businesses, that have been directly adversely impacted by the pandemic.  I have 
asked the City’s financial manager to explore the possibility of extending similar rebates to other 
affected businesses, and have empowered Dirk Draper to investigate which members of the 
business community might benefit from this.  I will be open to discussing all possible interventions, 
within reason, safety and prudence that might create a more vibrant and predictable business 
environment during these times.  

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

While the City is not a human services provider, and typically has little authority or jurisdiction in 
these sorts of situations, I am happy to report that, in conjunction with Steve Posey of Community 
Development, Laura Anderson of The Apartment Managers Association and two providers of low-
income housing, we have been working on a process whereby landlords and tenants can jointly 
apply for rental assistance when the tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by the pandemic.  
This assists both tenants in their concerns to remain housed and the landlords in their needs to 
continue to be able to afford to provide housing.  To date there has not been a marked increase in 
the need for rental assistance, but going forward, the city must administer this program fairly and 
openly, particularly if the eviction “tsunami” that is feared emerges.  

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

This social issue is hundreds, if not thousands, of years in the making. It is naïve and simplistic to 
think we can eliminate systemic racism and foster greater equity and inclusion in the next four years 
I am on Council.  However, as our City is the closest social, representative, entity of which we are all 
members, it is essential we take the lead in doing what we can.   
I did this when I walked out of City Hall, only because my children said “that is where you need to 
be”, becoming the first representative from the city to make contact with the members of The 
People protesting outside of City Hall following the George Floyd killing in Minnesota.  Subsequently, 



members of that group, other representatives of communities of color, faith groups, other Council 
members and members of the City’s executive staff to include the mayor and chief of police 
engaged in an often difficult, but necessary, conversation ultimately resulting in the creation of the 
LETAC Commission – a process still in its infancy.  While it cannot be over-emphasized that, unlike 
private businesses and social groups, the City is obliged to aggressively engage in, and indeed lead, 
this issue, it cannot do so with an expectation that this will solve systemic racism, but that it can 
move others in our community to join us.   

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

Four years ago, even though I was then unopposed, I promised to I would work to make 
affordable/attainable/workforce a priority in the City.  I am grateful that has been done, and a 
specific initiative is to continue the momentum that has been developed, particularly over the last 
2+ years when we have started to utilize our Public Access Bonding (PAB) authority, rather than 
delegating it to the County, and now have five projects either being developed or in the pipeline 
and, only within the last month or so, we have identified the first “rapid response” housing project 
in conjunction with the Regional Building Department.  In addition to continuing the great projects 
that have recently been implemented, we need to ‘build a bigger toolbox’ to address this issue.  I 
would specifically like to:  
(a) develop a process in the City and through CSU to identify how we can incentivize this sort of 

housing construction that through better reasoned application of impact fees for new 
development;  

(b) With the assistance of philanthropic groups I will seek to create a more robust ‘land bank’ to 
incent developers and builders to construct such housing without the expense of buying the 
land;  

(c) Through public and private funds, I would like to create a self-sustaining ‘seed fund’ to 
provide the up-front costs of applying for LITEC, CGDB, PAB and other funds and grants so 
that the up-front costs would not deter pursuit of these projects (with the up-front costs to 
be repaid when/if the project is funded); and,  

(d) I would seek to fund a position in the planning department for a specialist to assist those 
applying for the funding for, and in the building of, these projects because “time is money” 
and having a “go-to” person will reduce the time.    
 

8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 
percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities?       

I am the city Council liaison to the Public Arts Commission, and am committed to the objectives set 
out in the Public Art Master Plan. While the plan recognizes it will take a very long time to fully fund 
and implement, as a first step I am strongly supportive of funding a City Art expert, perhaps initially 
as a part of a full-time position.  This can be a member of the Planning and/or Parks Department 
(perhaps funded by both) with expertise in the plan so as to facilitate the creation of public art in all 
(i.e., murals, statues, sculptures and even performing arts) in development and/or park decisions.  
 
While I wish there were sufficient general fund dollars to allow the city to pay for arts and cultural 
expression in neighborhoods, I do not anticipate we will have that in the next four years. But, with 
the first step of having a professional tasked with carrying out the objectives of the Public Arts 



Master Plan, we can at least begin to meet the desires of the vast majority of Colorado Springs 
citizens.   


