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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

PROSPERITY - Attracting high paying jobs that will have a significant economic multiplier across 
our communities supporting a robust tax base and infrastructure investment. If we are able to 
get our economy roaring, it will benefit all of Colorado Springs. USSPACECOM (the move to 
Huntsville is not a done deal) and the Amazon distribution center are steps in the right direction. 

ATTAINABLE HOUSING - I was recently informed that there are only approximately 450 homes 
listed on MLS and we have nearly 4000 realtors. We as a city did not foresee the mass influx and 
have struggled to adapt. 

a. Some people may not be able to afford housing (at any price) because of choices they have 
made. 

b. There are some who want to keep Colorado Springs small (too late), are resistant to change 
and believe more regulations are the key to this ideal. 

The housing shortage is a “whole of community” issue and everyone needs to work together to 
develop optimized solutions for the greater community. If we fail to address the issue head-on, 
we all suffer. 

ENERGY - We need reliable and affordable energy. While the move to in uniform 

One of my roles while in uniform and as a defense consultant was protecting our critical 
infrastructure across the nation and most importantly here at home. One project was the Smart 
Power Infrastructure Demonstration for Energy Reliability and Security (SPIDERS) which was a 
joint DOD, DHS and DOE effort to develop a cyber secure smart grid for some of our “Cannot 
Fail” military missions. This work also included a partnership with Colorado Springs Utilities on 
Fort Carson for some of their primary missions. I am uniquely qualified to look at the strategic 
issues and how they affect our local critical infrastructure with specific focus on energy. Reliable 
and cost effective energy is essential to our communities. 

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a 

clean energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown?  

While the desire to rely on 100% renewable energy is honorable, the truth is far more complex.  
To have reliable and affordable effective energy, diversified energy sources are essential. That 
means using natural gas to bridge the gap until such time that energy storage becomes cost 
effective and reliable. CSU has been very thoughtful and forward thinking to ensure Colorado 
Springs retains energy independence. We do not want to follow the same path that caused the 
devastating power outages and loss of life in Texas.   
  



3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right 
provisions to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal 
transportation and mixed-use development? 

PlanCOS is a great marketing plan to attract visitors and potential residents to Colorado Springs. 
The key to effective planning is to take a system of systems approach and assess long term 
needs to include aging infrastructure.  

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 
 
Simply stated, remove the regulatory barriers that prevent businesses from returning to 
normalcy and their ability to hire and retain the workers to make Colorado Springs a vibrant 
economy. This is not the time to impose new regulations, taxes, fees or other hindrances. For 
downtown, we need to rethink our parking meter issue, bike lanes and available parking. Since 
approximately 95% of the businesses there are local and small, we need to incentivize people to 
return and support these businesses.  
 

5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the 
role of the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential 
economic devastation? 

The Government's role is to provide for the safety, security and well being of its populace. While 
quite a lot has been done on the safety and security fronts, it has been at the cost of populace 
well-being. Much of the recession we are experiencing is due not to COVID itself, but to the 
devastating  and onerous government imposed constraints,  effectively forcing all but “essential 
workers” out of work. It can be effectively argued that families and individuals have already 
suffered catastrophic loss, with some folks leaving the workforce permanently. It is estimated 
that 50% of all restaurants across the nation will permanently close and replacements are likely 
to take years.  

Though the intent of a moratorium on evictions and foreclosures was to provide for the well-
being of the populace, it has in effect turned the housing market upside down completely 
disrupting the marketplace. The likely result is that the dearth of available housing will continue 
to be constrained and those that will drive the economic recovery will be turned away.  

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 
 
America has been the land of opportunity (and still is) for so many from around the world who 
desire to enjoy the American Dream and are drawn to Colorado Springs with all of the beauty it 
has to offer. Colorado Springs prides itself as being the “City for Champions” and sitting at the 
base of “America’s Mountain” embodying our finest virtues. Our strength comes from diversity 
in drawing the very best our citizens have to offer rather than focusing on the lowest common 
denominator. Instead, we should follow the model our Olympians offer, by embracing 
challenges and working to overcome them. They prosper by not lowering the proverbial bar, but 
raising it. 



  
No where on earth has focusing on economic equity worked. One merely has to look at 
Venezuela to see how what was once the third most prosperous economy has now become a 
nation of widespread poverty, corruption and despair. I do not believe anyone really wants that 
outcome. To abdicate our exceptional  values and submit to the wealth redistribution invites 
disaster. 
 

7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply 
of affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

I am deeply concerned about having enough affordable/attainable housing. Having safe places 
to live makes communities infinitively better. However, when making decisions in this area, we 
need to balance property rights, neighborhood design, infrastructure and transportation 
challenges, promises and expectations of the current neighbors, AND housing requirements. 
Without careful planning, you can make things worse. I think that multi-family housing is under-
represented in our community and I will work towards having more of it balanced against our 
community’s principles. 

8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 
percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its 
first ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering 
arts and cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring 
all residents have arts and cultural opportunities? 

The beautification of Colorado Springs through public art is an admirable effort and has made 
the city inviting and approachable. In light of the impact COVID has had on our businesses and 
people's livelihoods, the question has to be raised as to where best to spend our limited 
resources. It is one thing for art projects to be funded by private dollars and quite another to use  
public funds where other initiatives are lacking e.g., park and open space maintenance and 
wildland fire mitigation. Should the preponderance of funding come through private sources, it 
would illustrate that Colorado Springs is a city where local government and the private sector 
work together to truly make it the “City for Champions”. 

 
 
 


