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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

 
We need to stimulate our flattened economy. I look forward to being a part of the City Council to 
promote business and constituent- friendly solutions for revitalization, such as offering constituents 
more personal choice and authority over their businesses and personal lives by encouraging less 
government regulation, especially when it becomes a burden. For example, I believe, like the 
leadership of Iowa, that business owners should have the right to decide the best safety measures 
required to operate their businesses during COVID.  

 
The people need a stronger voice concerning infrastructure maintenance/improvements (i.e., how 
Prop 2C funds are managed and spent) and effective transportation options, with City Council being 
restrained in not implementing policies unilaterally. For example, while I am in favor of effective 
transportation alternatives, like an expanded and more accessible Metro system, I do not support 
the forced sacrifice of existing Downtown thoroughfares and parking for unpopular initiatives such 
as bike lane-dominant roadways. This is not a practical effort for a vehicle-dominant city with a 
climate that truly does not allow for year-round use of bicycles as a primary mode of transportation.  
 
Ensuring Downtown continues to be a focus for urban infill and revitalization projects, such as 
Weidner Field, the Olympic Museum, and residential developments. Creating a revitalized 
environment within Downtown helps drive a growing economy for the entire city.  

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown? 
 

Current green energy initiatives being pursued by CSU, with City Council support, will come at heavy 
ratepayer expense. These initiatives, such as solar and wind power, are being proven in other areas 
of the country to be expensive to implement, ineffective in meeting the energy needs of customers 
(ex. Texas weekend of 2/14/21 and California since implementation) and will result in increased 
rates for ratepayers. Additionally, the required equipment is unreliable and once broken down or at 
the end of its useful life, the materials are non-recyclable, creating more landfill buildup and 
environmental damage. I believe CSU already provides the city of Colorado Springs with a reliable, 
responsible, and cost-effective power system that meets or exceeds all regulatory guidelines. If the 
updated and newly committed natural gas conversion is properly maintained and updated, the 
power system can last well into the future without diversifying into “green alternatives”.  With 
regard to CSU fostering growth and development Downtown, short of redevelopment of their own 
facilities, I would need to study the subject more in depth to discover any contributions they could 
offer. CSU needs to focus on providing utilities at the lowest possible rate to ratepayers.  

 
 



3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 
to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development? 
 
I am not a fan of the process or results of PlanCOS. What I see is the result of the concept that 
planning by a handpicked group of “influencers” is better than trusting the individual genius and 
market-based solutions of constituents. Despite the perception of public involvement, opportunities 
for the public to participate were limited and directed (interaction was largely focused on a specific 
region of the city and overall demographic), showing that the process had a specific agenda to 
redefine future land use, transportation options (local, regional, and intercity), and economic 
development of our city to fit a pre-desired outcome. RetoolCOS does contain the provisions desired 
to achieve PlanCOS, but unfortunately PlanCOS does not appear to be a truly citizen-representative 
plan for the city.   

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

The City Council and Mayor should have protected our small businesses from the dictates of 
Governor Polis and non-legislative advisory bodies. They should have insisted that businesses, not 
the state or their designees, be empowered to determine how to best protect themselves and their 
customers. Now, the reality is that many businesses that were forced to close will not reopen. To 
stimulate our flattened economy and keep small businesses thriving, the City Council must advocate 
for our remaining businesses to reopen and determine their own best practices for moving forward 
in 2021 and beyond. As a home rule municipality, Colorado Springs, via City Council, should be doing 
more to support and protect the rights of our citizens and the economy.   

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

As stated in the previous question, the City Council must advocate for the reopening of our 
businesses and economy. The best way to help support families and individuals impacted, through 
no fault of their own, is to reopen our businesses so that wage earners can get back to work, pay 
their bills, rebuild our economy and communities, and avoid further devastation. By allowing 
citizens to resume earning an income, the threat of eviction diminishes. I do not believe the 
government, who caused the problem, should be involved in influencing private contracts between 
landlords/lenders and their tenants/borrowers- it is up to those parties to negotiate resolution.  

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

I reject the notion that the citizens of Colorado Springs engage in systemic racism or bigotry. While 
there are racists and bigots in Colorado Springs (just as there are in every other community around 
the world), they are not representative of the collective mindset of our city. In the last twenty-five 
years in Colorado Springs, we have seen our first African American Mayor, Leon Young, our first 
female Mayor, Mary Lou Makepeace, and our first Hispanic Mayor, Lionel Rivera.  Also, the citizens 
of Colorado Springs have elected men and women of all racial and ethnic groups to the City Council, 
including all of the former mayors listed above. 

 



Equality of outcomes is not something society or government is responsible to provide anyone. We 
have laws at the federal, state, and local level to address discrimination based on race, gender, 
religion, national origin, or sexual preference, including the city’s Affirmative Action Statement 
readily and publicly available on the website. The best way City Council can be a role model for 
better outcomes is by allowing the citizens of the city to have a truly representative voice on their 
City Council, not being forced into a predetermined agenda being pushed by a select and vocal few. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said it best, “Judge a man not by the color of his skin, but by the content of 
his character.”  

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

To increase the affordability and attainability of housing the city must be guided by market-oriented 
solutions, including the elimination of excess regulations and fees for development, rather than by 
city-imposed mandates of affordability. I believe the housing options being offered should match 
the needs of consumers in offering a variety of multi and single-family housing options in the 
appropriate communities. More affordable options should include public-private partnerships in 
refurbishing apartment complexes and other multi-family units in areas with good Metro routes and 
access to public services. However, these refurbished units should be developed and managed by 
private enterprises and not be government subsidized. I believe in taking appropriate steps to make 
housing affordable, not in affordable housing projects.  

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they would like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

As you point out in your questions numbered four and five, due to COVID-19 many businesses are 
suffering economic devastation while families and individuals face financial challenges. Regardless of 
the reported support (based on a small number of highly targeted advocate survey responses) for 
more public art instillations, at this time the idea of ensuring city funding is perpetually in place for 
public art instillations should be way down on the list of priorities. In looking forward, I do support 
fostering a city-wide atmosphere that embraces the performing and fine arts, however there is a 
clear distinction between a public art installation and a community that truly engages in and 
supports a culture of artistic events and activities such as a robust performing arts center schedule, 
festivals and concerts (philharmonic, modern genres, etc.), and renowned museums.   

 

 
 
 


