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Jim Mason, District 1 
 
1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

 
1).  First and foremost, I will commit and dedicate my energy and experience in representing the 
People of District 1.  I will do so in a competent and empathetic manner while ensuring Colorado 
Springs remains a safe and secure city with state-of-the-art infrastructure and Services.  Moreover, 
in addition to this basic function of representative and legislative service, I will work diligently in 
continuing current momentum and progress regarding existing infrastructure enhancements and 
new projects.  2). I will work with colleagues and City Leaders to begin renewed efforts for an 
enhance and equitable public transportation system in terms of availability and transit timeliness 
throughout the City.  An accessible Public transportation system is a crucial component of a state-of-
the-art capital infrastructure design that includes roads, bridges, stormwater mitigation 
refinements, Public transportation expansion (light rail, ride share support mechanisms, buses and 
an integrated command and control communications network). And 3). Assist in fostering further 
partnerships and employment/internships opportunities among High Schools and businesses...both 
small and large.  Specifically, I will work to bring enhanced awareness regarding the importance of 
our Public educational institutions and their Students to the success of the city's growth and 
economic prosperity.   

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown? 

I think how we approach and meet the needs of providing competitively priced environmental 
conscious energy and sustaining a reliable water supply, while managing wastewater requirements 
will be the overarching tenets of mission success.  The specific components that are the most critical 
issues are: a). Repairing and upgrading aging infrastructure; b). Managing the effects of flattening 
revenue due to limited rate structure flexibility; and c). How to attract the necessary talent to 
replace nominal departures and man difficult-to-fill positions; and d). balancing technological 
‘refresh’ funding with other competing priorities.  

 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development? 

Yes, to all.  Simply put, both are sound plans that provide the Who, What, Where, Why, and When.  
The Plans are complementary and steadfast with Vision and Endstate.  I think we will have to be 
more aggressive with the ‘When’, especially considering the work required to meet the Vision for 
multimodal transportation.  As an example, light rail will surely be a component of an efficiently 
accessible Public transportation system.  The construction timeline for such a project requires a 
deliberate and methodical crosswalk among funding priorities, land acquisition, and population 
growth.  

 



4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 
impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

Council can work with City leadership to determine the feasibility of A). Halting or deferring financial 
burdens placed on small businesses.  Currently, as with some cities throughout the Nation, actions 
can be taken to assist with delaying payment of utilities, taxes, and licensing fees.  These 
expenditures during periods of decreased or no revenue poses a significant threat to small 
businesses’ abilities to remain open and pay their employees.  and B).  Council could request 
additional support from City Staff in providing enhanced support to businesses applying for SBA 
loans.  Evidence supports the large number of small businesses who need help in applying for 
federal relief, due the fact that the magnitude of the work exceeds the capacity of most businesses’ 
overhead/administrative staff.  To supplement businesses’ efforts, Council could request the 
redeployment of City staff/Subject Matter Experts to provide technical assistance to business 
owners as they apply for SBA loans, making special efforts to reach out to minority-owned 
businesses that might face structural barriers in completing applications. 

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

I think the major role, and frankly possibly the only role, is for the City to lead an effort in working 
with rental and lease businesses to establish agreements regarding payment options and deferred 
evictions.  I think there are several concepts that will need to work out…maybe a rental concept and 
a lease concept.  Regardless, an initiative that warrants analysis.      

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

As a city we must do a better job of ensuring every Citizen receives an equal opportunity to 
contribute to Colorado Springs’ success as a respected community member.  I think the City has 
made an exemplary step in the proper direction with the recent hiring of Ms. Danielle Summerville, 
as the first Community Diversity & Outreach Programs Manager.  This action demonstrates 
unequivocally we are committed and dedicated to recognizing and ridding our city agencies of 
systemic racism, while enhancing the foundation of equity.  

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

 I would pursue every avenue to get Housing and Building Association and the Pikes Peak Association 
of Realtors more involved with ideas and concepts in designing incentives and policies to spur the 
building of more affordable houses…we must increase the quantity of houses.  Attainability will 
come with the increased number of available houses. 

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they would like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

Overactive.  We should promote and pay for more Art.  I am on District 11 School Board…I know 
firsthand the benefit and cultural underpinnings of Art, Music, and creativity programs in the 



enhancement and maintenance of our social and emotional quality of Life.  This item is on the Top 
10 List of priorities.   

 
 
 


