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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

The tenets of my campaign are: Accountability, Public safety, and responsible growth. To that, some 
of the key issues we face are infrastructure, housing, public safety. I believe my goals support very 
much the issues that we face as a community.  

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown?  

The move to renewable energy sources is at the forefront of every energy producing entity; our 
utility will obviously join in that movement. The impact of removing coal power production will be a 
significant gain for the surrounding downtown atmosphere in helping to provide for an environment 
conducive to many things critical for the success of the area. Cleaning up the Drake site will be a 
undertaking and looking to minimize the energy foot print relative to the downtown area will be a 
priority. I also look to alternate methods of energy production that are coming forward, as well as 
looking to diversify how and where we produce energy for the entire system and that it may not be 
centralized or a singular location. 

 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development?  

It needs to have more implementation that just the planning phase. What I see in the district that I 
am running for is some of the ideas contained within that plan coming to fruition, and some of the 
things that have been done in the past that I don’t believe support the idea behind PlanCOS still 
showing up as well. Lifting constraints placed by undue regulatory burden is seemingly a good thing 
as where it has been applied, good things occur. Simplicity in design and intent produce results. 
Metro districts look awesome, how to best connect that will still maintaining community, and the 
best transportation system to that will be a challenge. Cost vs. benefit analysis will certainly play 
into a budget constrained in many ways now to meet current challenges.  

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

Here is the non-fun answer from my perspective. We hear that we should support small businesses, 
and yet we incentivize large corporate size businesses to come here that detract from the small 
business community; it seems like double talk to me. Are we allowing and supporting the small 
businesses in the community with the same tax exemptions and economic funding re-directs that 
we do for those larger companies? Does the inclusion of the larger businesses create an overall 
economic environment that helps the smaller operations? I honestly don’t know the answer, but I 
do believe that we have become a destination, and that we need to move away from some of the 
give away’s that occur and create a level playing field for all businesses to thrive. If we do not 



support small business growth, they never have the opportunity to turn into large businesses, if 
desired, to truly be the economic backbone of a community. I look forward to becoming more 
educated and supportive of our local business sector in helping them thrive and not loose out to the 
search and clicks that take away business from them.  

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

In the initial phases of this issue, our Association worked along side the Police Protective Association 
in bringing to light the latitude of funding application from the CARES Act to positively impact our 
city in applying some of those funds to offset payroll cost for front line workers. This saved the city 
millions of dollars and hopefully allowed some of those CARES dollars from both the city and county 
to be used to impact those affected by the pandemic. In saying that, we need to work with our 
partners in the County, and State, to ensure that all resources available to us are sought out, 
acquired, and applied where needed. We have such limited resources locally to provide for housing 
in a good economy, we will definitely need to stay frosty in searching out every revenue stream that 
would help the city support our citizens through this issue.  

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

Resources are the key in moving forward, relationships are vital to overcome deficiencies through 
understanding; if I can use the police department as an example. I know Chief Niski is passionate 
about doing what is right for the community. What he does not have is sufficient staffing resources 
to address the needs of the community in developing relationships while allowing for the need to 
provide for public safety. Colorado Springs has a bit of an issue with crime; if we do not have 
resources to address that, it impacts the entire community. If we don’t have enough resources to 
address crime, where do we find the resources to establish those relationships to better understand 
each other’s concerns and find solutions through engagement. Setting a panel or task force may be 
good oversight, but they are still then just talking to us about their findings. We need engagement, 
real relationship development, to overcome these issues. The churches, the civic groups and clubs, 
the local industry leaders, need to promote their inclusion into gathering around a common goal of 
developing community for everyone. While we work towards finding the resources to support the 
cities many and growing needs. 

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

I have said in the past that I cannot seem to find exactly where the federal dollars that we currently 
receive actually go. Most of the documents show that an overwhelming amount of those dollars go 
to infrastructure, but I cannot find the definition of what the infrastructure is? I believe that with the 
cost of money being as low as it currently is, we could use some of those incoming federal dollars to 
seed projects that would positively impact our community in providing more affordable housing. I 
also believe that there are infill areas of zoned use that could be changed from retail to residential 
as some of the down turned impacted areas of our city could use both the revitalization as well as 
the positive growth.          

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they’d like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 



cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

One of the underlying issues within Colorado Springs has been a dependable and sustainable 
revenue stream that is necessary to fund the basic governmental responsibilities as well as the 
positive things that impact the community. From the foundation of this country there has been a 
realization the culture, and the support and development of that, are good for the establishment of 
a civilized society. The First Friday night series (hampered by Covid for sure) as well as the local art 
community is dedicated to reaching out and making an impact locally. Cottonwood center for the 
Arts has shown that art can be both creative and self supporting. The key would be how to take an 
initiative such as Cottonwood, build upon it, and get art to the masses to drive an affinity that 
provides resources by the public which become more spontaneous. Colorado Springs really needs to 
find itself and determine exactly what type of community it actually wants to be. And those within 
government must take on the risk and the responsibility to develop and lead in the messaging and 
actions of how we can best do that.  

 
 
 


