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1. If elected, what will be your top three priorities as a City Councilor? 

Attainable housing 
Government transparency 
Public open spaces 

 
2. What are the critical issues for Colorado Springs Utilities in the next few years in ensuring a clean 

energy future, and in what ways can CSU foster growth and development Downtown? 
 
Overcoming public apprehension regarding the closing of the Drake power plant and 
ensuring a smooth transition from coal dependency to renewable energy are critical for 
CSU. Ultimately, a transition from coal dependency to renewable energy will allow for 
more sustainable growth and development for downtown and the city. 

 
3. What are your thoughts on PlanCOS, and do you believe RetoolCOS contains the right provisions 

to achieve the goals of PlanCOS, particularly in advancing multimodal transportation and mixed-
use development? 
 
A revamping of our zoning codes is long overdue. Increasing diversity in density and 
housing styles is essential to keeping up with the city's growth, however, it must be 
approached in a comprehensive and thoughtful manner. The city needs to consider each 
neighborhood's individuality as well as the direct impact to utilities and rate increases to 
the current and proposed residents as well as the impact to public and private 
transportation. I believe that ReTool COS is working toward this goal. 

 
4. Small business is the backbone of our economy, and some industry sectors have been deeply 

impacted by the pandemic. For 2021 and beyond, in what ways can City Council ensure small 
business thrives in our city? 

The city offers many incentives to attract new business and industry. In my opinion, at 
least for the next few years, investing in services for our existing small business should 
take priority. Sales tax rebates, reinstating the vendors fees, and alleviating cost 
prohibitive regulation for small business are all things the city can do to support our 
small business owner. 

 
5. With the effects of the pandemic and the recession projected to be long lasting, what is the role of 

the city in supporting families and individuals who face eviction and potential economic 
devastation? 

Federal, state and local rent relief programs are necessary to ensure our citizens can 
remain in their housing. Expedient application and verification processes are essential to 



ensuring any rent relief aid is distributed without delay. Long term - addressing 
affordable housing is essential. Our disabled citizens, senior citizens and low income 
families are suffering greatly from the elevated rental costs. The city needs to be 
proactive when addressing the housing crisis. 

 
6. What is the role of City Council in addressing systemic racism and fostering greater equity and 

inclusion? What would you change about current systems to lead to better outcomes? 

The LETAC is a great start to forging a relationship between law enforcement and the 
public. The City must do its part to provide any form of accountability and transparency 
to help overcome the real and perceived uneven justice in our system. Promoting public 
participation in LETAC meetings will increase knowledge and transparency. Ensuring our 
officers have the most up to date training, resources and knowledge on best practices 
will ensure they are well prepared for the various circumstances they face. 

 
7. Identify specific initiatives you would lead or support as a City Councilor to increase the supply of 

affordable and attainable housing in the city. 

The city needs to invest in affordable housing for those earning 30-40% of the area 
median income. Affordable housing can be rather ambiguous unless you define the 
target market. Affordable housing for someone earning $65,000 is different from 
someone earning minimum wage. The city can provide incentives to developers to build 
units for the lowest earners in the form of higher than typical sales and property tax 
credits or the use of private activity bonds with contingencies regarding affordability. 
We can also allocate city owned property to the development of affordable housing. 

 
8. 95 percent of residents surveyed say they would like more public art throughout the city, and 96 

percent say it is important for families to experience art. Last year City Council approved its first 
ever public art master plan, yet the city allocates no general fund dollars toward fostering arts and 
cultural expression in neighborhoods. What should be the role of the city in ensuring all residents 
have arts and cultural opportunities? 

City Council has a duty to listen to the resident’s concerns, desires, and visions for the 
future of our city. Culture and art are very important to many of our residents. The city 
needs to evaluate the budget and allocate resources to areas that matter most to our 
residents. Developing city policy and empowering the Public Art Commission with an 
active role for the acquisition and distribution of city art is a good start. The policies 
should focus on equal resource allocation and distribution of city owned art across the 
city vs. having high concentrations in one area. Policy should prioritize underserved 
neighborhoods and only local artists should receive any city funds allocated to art 
acquisition. 


